LIFE | WINE

Terrific aromas of violet, rose and raspberry with hints of
strawberry and brown sugar. Full body. Phenomenal layers
of focused fruit and polished, velvety tannins. The Galatrona
/~ that everyone has been waiting for. Shows depth and power
/ yet wonderful finesse and focus. Best ever. Drink from 2023 but
[ already electrifying. @ 99 points

: ! PETROLO VALDARNO DI SOPRA GALATRONA 2015

TOP 10 WINES OF 2017

Numerous bottles from Bordeaux, Italy, Australia
and even Austria stood out among the 16,000
tasted by wine editor James Suckling and his
team during the year, but it was South America
that really shone when it came to declaring the
year's best wines, with Chile’s Almaviva Puente
Alto 2015 taking top honours

+ Vida Almustva SA + Prone i858

A glorious, complex nose of tobacco,

blackberry and hints of stone, flowers
and bitter chocolate. Full-bodied, very tight
and compact. Linear backbone gives form
and tension. It has the same character on
the palate, as well as cayenne and other

spice. Needs four or five years in bottle but q VASSE FELIX /

1 ALMAVIVA PUENTE ALTO 2015”

MARGARET RIVER
MALBEC
2013

VASSE FELIX

CABERNET SAUVIGNON

a joy to taste now. @ 100 points CABERNET SAUVIGNON
MARGARET RIVER TOM
CULLITY 2013
SENA VALLE DE ACONCAGUA 2015 An elegant, seductive wine. The
3 Stunning aromas of blackcurrant, stone, blueberry and nose has hints of gravel aﬁd leafy
liquorice. Floral. Perfumed. Full body, fantastic density of nuances—a textbook regional

fruit and ripe tannins. It goes on for minutes on the palate with such \ gxlp;]etssm)dn. I)her?s 2fu3|on tOf
energy and focus. Touch of chewiness on the finish. A complex \ brlg aQ v rag red cErran ’
and complete wine that delivers a generosity with firmness. Drink in ‘ oysenberry and red cherry

2021 but already a classic to drink. @ 100 points / together with cassis, blge plu.m and
/ mulberry. Some fresh, violet-like

florals and freshly cut herbs also,
with pomegranate and deliciously
fresh and cedary oak. This is
everything a great wine should be
and a new step for Vasse Felix,
Margaret River and for Australian
cabernet. Drink after 2020.

@ 99 points
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LAPOSTOLLE CLOS APALTA VALLE DE

COLCHAGUA 2014

Extremely aromatic and focused, with blackberry,
blueberry, floral and hot stone character. Full body,
very linear and ultra-fine tannins. Focused and tight.
Precise and long. This is the most polished and beautiful
definition of this wine ever. You want to drink it now
but better in 2020. A blend of carménére, cabernet
sauvignon and merlot. @ 100 points

FX PICHLER

RIESLING WACHAU

RIED KELLERBERG
SMARAGD 2016
An amazingly concentrated dry
riesling that is extraordinarily
light-footed. A wide spectrum
of aromas, from parsley to
lemongrass, with ripe white
peach, mandarin orange and
white chocolate in between.
The breathtaking balance is
maore important than all of this,
extending right through the
incredibly long, lingering finish.
Drink any time during the next
30 years. @ 100 points

CATENA ZAPATA

CHARDONNAY

MENDOZA
ADRIANNA VINEYARD
WHITE STONES 2014
A fabulous white that proves
Argentina can compete with
the world’s greatest whites.
Complex aromas of stone,
lime, lemon, flan, meringue
and flowers. Hints of pie crust.
Full body, with mineral, stone
and electric acidity. Joyous.
Drink now or hold. Made from
organically grown grapes.
@ 99 points

) 47+
ADRIANNA VINEYARD
WHITE STONES

VINO DE PARCELA

XXX ZTXIXTXX

PR AR CoexaZanar RN

LITTORAI PINOT NOIR

SONOMA COAST THE

HAVEN VINEYARD 2015
Crazy aromas of Chinese
spice, soy and dark fruit. Dark
mushroom. Full body, incredible
depth and intensity. Electric
finish. Stone, mineral, spice.
What a presence. Better in 2020
but gorgeous now. @ 99 points

FATTORIA LE PUPILLE

MAREMMA TOSCANA
SAFFREDI 2015

| love the currant and rosemary

character of this wine. Some sage,

too. Complex aromas that draw

you in. Full body, extremely tight
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FATTORIA LE PUPILLE

CHATEAU
DUCRU-BEAUCAILLOU
SAINT-JULIEN 2014

Fabulous aromas of crushed

and chewy with a long and intense
finish. The tannins are fantastic, so
polished. Focused and beautiful.
Mineral undertone with ash and hot
stone highlighting the dark fruit. It
goes on for minutes. Needs three
or four years to come together.

@ 99 points

blackberry and blackcurrant, not to
mention spices. Wet earth and cedar,
too. Complex. Full-bodied, yet agile
and complete. A dense centre palate.
Ultra-round tannins. Everything in the
right balance. Wonderful to taste but
better to drink in 2022. @ 99 points

To see more of the top 2017 wines, \
visit jamessuckling.com -~
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